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Valery Chtak on “Grey Days. Bright Dreams’, an exhibition by Alexey Kallima:

“Spartakovskaya Square” isn’t a utopian vision of an ideal future. It's not a depiction of what should
be. This is a painting about what has already come to be. Of course, one could discourse about how
things should be, or how it would be nice if things were this way or that. But this would be a departure
from talking about the present. Quite simply, the best art depicts what is. The artist discerns this
reality, and if we don’t, then we must look again, more closely. Or we should go up to the 16th floor, and
view it from above. Or focus on the details.

It's not uncommon for art to present itself as a puzzle which, when solved, teaches us a moral lesson.
Here, this isn’t the case. This is simply a painting depicting a beautiful city - it would be nice to live
there. The problems that city dwellers typically face are not hidden or masked by the beauty of these
works. Rather, they are turned into issues that are more easily addressed.

In their dialog with “Spartakovskaya Square”, the other works in this exhibition convey the same
message. They, too, speak to us about what is. Here, the reality is more accessible, a reference to the
"grey days”. This is the reality we need to fend off to manifest our “bright dreams”.

Thus, regardless of definitions and a distinct frame of reference for “realism in art,” Alexey Kallima’s
exhibition, “Grey Days. Bright Dreams” is, in fact, the most authentic realism.
Valery Chtak

Alexey Kallima graduated from the Art Department of the Krasnodar School of Art. He has represented
Russia at the Venice Biennale (1995, 2009), he participated in the 1st, 2nd, and 4th Moscow Biennales
(2005, 2007, 20M), the Europalia Festival (2005), and was awarded first prize in the INNOVATION
Competition in Contemporary Art. The artist has had solo exhibitions in Russia, Europe, and the

USA, including “Distance” at the State Tretyakov Gallery (2002); “Sky Patrol” at Galerie Anne de Villepoix,
Paris (2007); 'Chechen Women’s Parachute Team’, at Lehmann Maupin Gallery, New York (2008); and,
“Everything is For Sale”, at Regina London (2012). He lives and works in Moscow.
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